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wines ofthethmon 
House reds to keep handy 

MANOS NEGRAS STONE SOIL 
MALBEC2021 

Paraje Altamira, Valle de Uco, 
Mendoza, Argentina 
482109 (XD) 750 ml $19.95 ,-

'Manos negras', meaning 'black hands', 
refers to the belief of owners Alejandro 
Sejanovich and Jeff Mausbach that 'real 
winemakers get their hands dirty' ... Amanda 
Barnes: Nice floral notes opening on the 
palate, good brightness and approachability. 
Lots of energy and tension, lovely for the 
price. Madeleine Stenwreth, MW: Vibrant, 
with intense ripe forest fruit, floral notes 
and spice. Alive and full of fruit, it requires 
a bit of time to open up in the glass ... 
Drinking window: 2024-2030. Score: 95 
(decanter.com, May 15, 2024) 

Full-bodied & Smooth 

ROC DES TEMPLIERS PLAN DE DIEU 
COTES DU RHONE-VILLAGES 2022 

AC, Rhone, France 
(Terran ea} 
539916 (XD} 750 ml $15.95 ,-

A blend of Grenache, Syrah and Mourvedre 
crafted by an award-winning cooperative, 
this wine delivers juicy plum, cherry, cassis, 
and vanilla spice. It's a great choice for 
lamb or beef. 

[Concours International de Lyon did not 
include a tasting note.] Score: Gold 
(Concours International de Lyon, 2023) 

Full-bodied & Smooth 
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FEBRUARY 1 RELEASE SUMMARY

click here

FEBRUARY 1
LINKED BUYERS GUIDE

click here

2024-2025 BUYING SUMMARY 
see 4 months of linked reviews 

click here
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WHAT'S ON 
A snapshot of exciting events, great wines to try, 
new collections, special offers and more. 

GIFT IDEAS 

WINES FOR 

VALENTINES 
For one of the year's biggest days for gift giving, a fan 

favourite from the Essentials Collection is an easy win. 

Star French producer Gerard Bertrand's rose in a glass­

stoppered bottle with a base sculpted into a blooming 

rose makes a great sipper or dinner wine. Champagne is 

another Valentine's Day favourite, and you can't go wrong 

with Laurent-Perrier, the best-selling rose bubbly in the 

world. And an obvious choice for someone you're sweet on is 

a luscious lcewine, like the popular Chateau des Charmes 

Vidal lcewine, or Lakeview's Cabernet Franc lcewine 

from this release (see page 25), whose deep-red colour 

makes it a fitting option on a Valentine's table. 

GERARD BERTRAND 

COTE DES ROSES ROSE 

AP Languedoc, France 

373985 (XO) 750 ml $19.95 

LAURENT-PERRIER CUVEE 

BRUT ROSE CHAMPAGNE 

AC, France 

158550 (D) 750 ml $119.95 

CHATEAU DES CHARM ES 

VIDAL ICEWINE • 

VOA Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario 

413732 (S) 375 ml $49.95 

LAKEVIEW CABERNET 

FRANC ICEWINE 2022 • 

VOA Niagara Peninsula, Ontario 

53397 (S) 200 ml $34.95 

Visit LCBO.com for dozens more great gift ideas. 
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A Beaujolais harvest. 







FOOD PAIRING 

(RED WINES) 

Traditional / Mijote d'agneau 

aux mojettes 

Meat I Grilled steak 

Cheese I Gouda 

Vegetarian / Stir-fried vegetables 

with mushrooms 

CH.ATEAU LAPRADE 2015 
AC Francs - Cotes de Bordeaux 
(Nicolas Thienpont} 

A soft and juicy wine with plums, chocolate and 
some violets. Medium to full body and a round 
and caressing tannin texture. Flavorful finish. 
Drink in 2020 but already gorgeous. [This has 
the potential to evolve into the late 2020s.] 
Score: 92 (jamessuckling.com, Feb. 2, 2018) 

Medium-bodied & Fruity 

189258 (XO} 750 ml $34.95 , 

CHATEAU PLANTEY 2018 
ACPauillac 

[Tasted by Georgina Hindle, Vincenzo Arnese 
and Daphne Teremetz.] Well built, with a 
muscular frame, cool blue fruits with a lovely 
broad and firm tannic frame. Strong and super 
seductive. Smoky, rich weighty palate with 
grainy and densely packed tannins. Drinking 
window: 2023-2032. Score: 94 (decanter. 
com, March 20, 2023) 

Full-bodied & Smooth 

38192 (XO) 750 ml $44.95 , 

New at Vintages 

CHATEAU HAUTS DE PLAISANCE 2016 
AC Haut-Medoc, sustainable 

A great opportunity to taste maturing Bordeaux 
at an approachable price. From a mix of 25-
to-30-year-old vines and younger vines 
ranging from 10 to 15 years of age, this wine 
showcases "[2016's] quality across the 
Bordeaux hierarchy . .. They all offer bottlings 
with rich, ripe fruit and a tannic structure 
that promises longevity." (Roger Voss, Wine 

Enthusiast, March 29, 2019) 

Full-bodied & Firm 

41082 (XO} 750 ml $24.95 , 

New at Vintages 
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Burgundy 
The ancestral home of Chardonnay 

and Pinot Noir, Burgundy is not 

only one of the world's oldest and 

most important wine regions, it's 

also one of the finest. Burgundy's 

food-friendly, handcrafted wines 

have set the benchmark for true 

provenance. This tiny strip ofland 
contains more than 100 of France's 

500 designated wine-growing areas 

and produces some of the most 

celebrated wines in the world. 
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Long and thin, Burgundy is situated in the east-central part of 

France. The region stretches about 300 kilometres, as the crow 

flies, from its northernmost growing area (Chablis, which is about 

160 kilometres from Paris) to its southernmost growing area 

(Maconnais). Virtually every piece of land in the region has been 

graded and ranked in terms of quality wine production; a process 

that began in the Middle Ages with the work of Benedictine 

monks. Chardonnay and Pi not Noir are the principal grapes of 

Burgundy, but nuanced, characterful Gamay and Aligote are also 

made. The Chablis region is cooler than the rest of Burgundy, and 

Chardonnay here is planted in Kimmeridgian limestone soils that 

have a high percentage of fossilized sea life, which imparts a 

distinct saline minerality. Fresh and bright with a bracingly crisp 

acidity, Chablis is rarely raised in oak and is strikingly different 

from Chardonnay grown in the rest of Burgundy. 
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DEUX ROCHES TRADITION 

MACON-VILLAGES 2022 
AP 

From select sites in the Maconnais, this 
fresh, vibrant Chardonnay has a candid, 
direct freshness imparted by vinification 
in stainless steel. Ageing on the lees intro­
duces a rich character and depth that work 
well with the stylish, pure apricot, peach, 
apple and mineral notes. Enjoy this tonight 
with grilled fish or chicken. It will drink 
through 2027+. 

Full-bodied & Rich 

38077 (XO) 750 ml $27.95 , 

New at Vintages 

0 

VIGNERONS DE BEL-AIR 

BOURGOGNE PINOT NOIR 2022 

AP 

With more than 300 members, Vignerons de 
Bel Air was founded in 1929 and is one of 
southern Burgundy's largest cooperatives. 
This wine was sourced from 15-year-old vines 
planted in soils featuring hard schist and 
granite and offers considerable value for the 
region. Showing plentiful blackcurrant, black 
cherry, forest floor, earth and mineral, this 
versatile food wine will drink through 2028+. 

Medium-bodied & Fruity 

38093 (XO) 750 ml $29.95 , 

New at Vintages 

FOOD PAIRING 

(CHABLIS) 

Traditional / Oysters 

Meat I Pork gyro 

Cheese I Gruyere 

Vegetarian / Salads with a 

citrus vinaigrette 

CHARLYNICOLLE PER ASPERA 

CHABLIS 2022 
AP 

As per a label's meaning, "Per aspera ad 
astra," from rough roads to the stars. 
Reiterated because this is the crux of the 
Nicolle situation for proprietor Charly, he 
who has had to work hard to bring a mom 
and pop Chablis estate into the modern 
world. A very encouraging and duly impressive 
Chablis at the AC Villages level, searing 
and intense with enough flesh to expand 
on the palate in spite of the conglomerate 
Kimmeridgian and Portlandian elements 
desiring to dominate. Reels at first but then 
constructs a necessary balance to make 
this a very fine wine. Way to go Charly. Drink 
2024-2028. Tasted November 2024. 
Score: 91 (Michael Godel, winealign.com) 

Light & Crisp 

38095 (XO) 750 ml $35.95 , 

New at Vintages 

FOOD PAIRING 

(WHITE BURGUNDY) 

Traditional/ Escargot de Bourgogne 

Meat I Pork tenderloin 

Cheese I Chevre 

Vegetarian / Vegan gougeres 

FOOD PAIRING 

(PINOT NOIR) 

Traditional / Duck confit 

Meat I Smoked ham 

Cheese I Limburger 

Vegetarian / Vegan mushroom 

bourguignon 
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