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wines ofthethman 
Beguiling reds for early autumn 

VINALBA PARRILLA MALBEC 2022 

Mendoza, Argentina 
3814 3 (XO) 750ml $19.95 , 

100% Malbec. Lovely on the nose, showing 
ripe fruit aromas of plums and dark cherries 
with hints of spices. Solid tannins on the 
palate, with a supporting acidity. Score: 95 
(Decanter World Wine Awards, 2023 ) 

Full-bodied & Smooth 

New at Vintages 

Late arrival. Product may not be available 
at release time. 

CORTE MEDICEA ERASTOS 

ROSSO2019 

IGTToscana, Tuscany, Italy 
109 48 (XO) 750 ml $19.95 I 

The Corte Medicea Erastos Rosso shows 
dark fruit, plum, gentle spices, earth, 
leather and vanilla. There's good structure, 
consistency and value here. Drink now 
to 2025. 

[Luca Maroni tasting note not available.] 
Score: 98 (lucamaroni.com, April 6, 2020) 

Full-bodied & Smooth 
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WHAT'S ON 
A snapshot of exciting events, great wines to try, 
new collections, special offers and more. 

IN-STORE TASTINGS 

TASTE LOCAL 
Did you know that you can try wines from the 

New Release Collection in most of our flagship 

stores on Saturdays? And, on Fridays and 

Saturdays from September 20 to October 12, 

we're hosting special themed tastings 

featuring Ontario VOA wines in more than 

70 of our stores. 

Visit LCBO.com/VOAtastings to learn more. 

2 VINTAGES 

A:ROPLAN 

EARN BONUS 

POINTS WHEN 

YOU BUY ONTARIO 

VOA WINES 
EARN 25 BONUS POINTS WHEN YOU 
SPEND $25; OR EARN 75 BONUS POINTS 
WHEN YOU SPEND $50 OR MORE. 

Visit LCBO.com and click "Deals" for details. 

'Aeroplan· offer in effect September 15, 2024, to October 12, 2024. 
Visit LCBO.com/aeroplan for full terms and cond,tions.'Aeroplan 1s a registered 

trademark of Aeroplan Inc., used under license. • The Air Canada maple leaf 
logo is a registered trademark of Air Canada, used under license. 



ESSEN TIALS COLL ECTION 

HEAD HOME 

FOR THANKSGIVING 

Getting a jump on planning your dinner menu? Make it a homegrown 

celebration this year, with Ontario wines from our Essentials Collection 

adding the finishing touch to your family feast. Try these classic pairings. 

CHARDONNAY 

Crisp Chardonnay has just the right 

freshness and vibrancy to pair with 

turkey dinner. 

FIELDING UNOAKED 
CHARDONNAY♦ 

VOA Niagara Peninsula 

164491 (XD) 750 ml $16.95 

MALIVOIRE ESTATE GROWN 
CHARDONNAY• 

VOA Beamsville Bench, Niagara Escarpment 

573147 (XD) 750 ml $21.95 

P INOT NOIR 

Pinet has the elegance to pair with the 

delicate flavours and textures of grilled 

salmon without overwhelming them. 

G. MARQUIS THE SILVER LINE 
PINOT NOIR♦ 
VOA Niagara-on-the-Lake

258673 (XD) 750 ml $19.95

HIDDEN BENCH ESTATE 
ORGANIC PINOT NOIR + 

VOA Niagara-on-the-Lake 

27 4 753 (XD) 750 ml $37.95 

Visit LC BO.com/vintages to view the full Essentials Collection. 

SPARKLING WINE 

The bubbles and brilliant acidity in fizz 

liven up virtually any vegetarian dish, while 

the bready notes of traditional-method 

sparklers pair well with turkey and stuffing. 

CHATEAU DES CHARMES 
BRUT SPARKLING ♦ 

VOA Niagara-on-the-Lake, traditional method 

224 766 (D) 750 ml $25.95 

TAWSE SPARK LIMESTONE RIDGE 
ORGANIC BRUT SPARKLING RIESLING 

VOA Twenty Mile Bench, Niagara Escarpment, 

traditional method 

370361 (D) 750 ml $24.95 

ldi#•ldri 
With its bright acidity, dry Riesling is a 

perfect match for juicy ham and garlic 

mashed potatoes. 

THIRTY BENCH WINEMAKER'S 
BLEND RIESLING ♦ 

VOA Beamsville Bench, Niagara Escarpment 

24133 (D) 750 ml $22.95 

CAVE SPRING ESTATE RIESLING♦ 
VOA Beamsville Bench, 

Niagara Escarpment, sustainable 

286377 (XD) 750 ml $21.95 

VINTAGES 3 



Meet a new collection of high-scoring wines 
and get the goods on what those lofty scores 
and glowing reviews mean. 

It can be exciting to see a 94-point score on a wine that costs less than 
$20. But does that score mean the wine is better than a more expensive 
bottle with a 92 attached to it? A wine score is an indication of a wine's 
quality and value within a particular context; along with reviews, scores 
are useful tools designed to help you choose which wines to buy. We 
invite you to use this handy guide to learn about wine reviews while 
you discover 23 top-shelf beauties to impress your guests and 
dazzle your palate. 





CHATEAU-THEBAUD 
MELON DE BOURGOGNE 2018 
AC Muscadet de Sevre et Maine, France 
(Jardin d'Edouard, vign.} 

This richly flavoured and richly 
textured muscadet is somewhat out 
of the muscadet mainstream, and 
it's a real delight. Aged 48 months 
on fine lees, it has a fairly weighty 
and slightly viscous texture, with a 
flavour profile that's quite pungent 
and lies in the white and yellow 
soft fruit zones. The clean acidity 
clicks in to balance everything, and 
the result is a delicious wine that's 
versatile at the table. It's drinking 
beautifully now and will hold to 
about 2030. Score: 93 
(rodphillipsonwine.com} 

Light & Crisp 
541458 (XD) 750 ml 

$21.95 ✓ 

2018
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CASTELLO DI BOSSI 
BERARDO RISERVA 
CHIANTI CLASSICO 2019 
DOCG, Tuscany, Italy 

A very beautiful and fresh riserva 
with blackcurrant, blackberry and 
dark-chocolate aromas and flavors 
with some almond. Medium-bodied 
with firm tannins and a fresh finish. 
From organically grown grapes. 
Very attractive now, but even better 
in two or three years. Try after 
2024 [through 2028+]. Score: 94 
(jamessuckling.com, Aug. 8, 2022) 

Medium-bodied & Fruity 
113316 (XD) 750 ml 

$41.95 , 

I Organic product 

97 
Decanter World 

Wine Awards 

No1rroN 
0 

NORTON PRIVADA 
FAMILY BLEND 2021 
Lujan de Cuyo, Mendoza, Argentina 

40% Malbec, 30% Cabernet Sauvignon, 
30% Merlot. Lavish plump blackcurrants, 
blackberries and perfumed violets encased 
in a smooth backbone of deliciously creamy 
vanilla oak. Seriously concentrated and 
intriguing with an opulent leathery texture, 
velvety soft tannins and a lengthy tobacco­
laden finish. Outstanding! Platinum. Score: 
97 (Decanter World Wine Awards, 2023) 

Full-bodied & Firm 

400598 (XD) 750 ml $23.95 , 

New at Vintages 

SAN PEDRO 1865 TAYU 
PINOT NOIR 2021 
Buchahueico, DO Valle del Malleco, Chile 

... fermented in cement and stored in assorted 
oak, cement, and stainless containers. It's 
a pinot with firm tannins and tremendous 
strength on the palate, which is unusual in 
South American pi nots, which always tend 
to soften the harsh nature of the variety. The 
aromas are earthy, floral, and fruity, and the 
finish is fresh and long. Give it a couple of 
years in the bottle because it needs to gain 
complexity. The Tayu 1865 is the wine that 
San Pedro makes in collaboration with the 
Mapuche community of Buchahueico ... this 
project, which started in 2015, has been 
an experience of cultural syncretism, an 
encounter between two cultures. Score: 96 
(Patricio Tapia, guiadescorchados.cl, 2023) 

Medium-bodied & Fruity 

16628 (XD) 750 ml $23.95 , 

VINTAGES 7 



POINTS, 
STARS 
AND 
CUPS 
Of all the ways critics rate wine, the 

most popular by far is the 100-point 

scale. Created by Robert Parker Jr. with 

the release of his newsletter, The 

Baltimore-Washington Wine Advocate, 

in August of 1978, the scale is used to 

give an aggregated score based on a 

wine's key features: appearance, aroma, 

flavour, finish, and ageing potential. 

Since then, popular publications and 

websites such as Wine Enthusiast, 

vinous.com, jamessuckling.com, 

jebdunnuck.com and more have adopted 

this method. Though commonly used, 

the 100-point scale is not universal. 

British journalists and Masters of Wine 

(MW) Jancis Robinson and Clive Coates 

use a 20-point scale when reviewing 

wine, New Zealand critic Michael 

Cooper channels the cosmos with a 

five-star rating system, and European 

food and wine magazines Le Guide 

Hachette des Vins and Gambero 

Rosso will score high-quality wines on 

a scale of 1-3, the former using stars, 

the latter goblets. 
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VENETO 

SANTI SORTESELE PINOT GRIGIO 2023 
DOC Valdadige 
In the Trentino dialect, "sortesele" means "small 
parts of the vineyard" and references the ancient 
practice in which heirs to a property drew lots 
to claim parcels of the vineyard. This balanced, 
refreshing sipper is fresh and crisp, with hints 
of green apple and white flowers. It will be great 
with seafood appetizers. 

Light & Crisp 
17366 (XO) 750 ml $18.95 • 

VENEZIE 

ZAMO ORANGE MALVASIA 2022 

IGT Trevenezie 
Aromas of candied oranges, light spices, peach 
skins and beeswax. Medium-bodied and dry with 
vivid acidity and a gentle touch of tannins at the 
end. Zesty on the finish. Drink now [to 2025]. 
Score: 91 (jamessuckling.com, Sept. 2, 2023) 

Aromatic & Flavourful 
39624 (XD) 750 ml $29.95 • 

id Organic product 

ITALY - RED WINE 

ABRUZZO 

TORRE ZAM BRA COLLE MAGGIO 
ORGANIC MONTEPULCIANO 
D 'ABRUZZO 2021 
DOC, sustainable, vegan 
Fresh blackberries, blueberries, graphite and hints 
of dark spice and chocolate. Full-bodied palate, 
rounded with a plethora of dusty tannins that 
dissipate into the blackberry fruit. Tight, with good 
length. From organically grown grapes. Vegan. 
Sustainable. Drink now or hold. Score: 92 (james 
suckling.com, Aug. 8, 2022) 

Full-bodied & Smooth 
36690 (D) 750 ml $25.95 , 
Featured in The Scoop on Scores 

id Organic product 

f'RIUl,I 
COI.I.IORIE�U 

MERLOT 

CAMPANIA 

NATIV RUE DELL'INCHIOSTRO 
AGLIANICO 2021 
IGT Campania, sustainable 
Spicy and ripe, with ample dried fruit, wild berry, 
and tea leaves. Well-made and structured, with 
good balance. Perfect for ripe cheese, ribs, or 
roast turkey. 

[Luca Maroni tasting note not available.] Score: 96 
(lucamaroni.com, May 16, 2023) 

Full-bodied & Firm 
631606 (D) 750 ml $19.95 , 

FRIULI 

MARINA DANIELi MERLOT 2018 
DOC Friuli Colli Orientali 

The 2018 Me riot captivates with a mix of black 
cherries and plums complemented by exotic spices 
and dusty rose. This is a vibrant and round expression, 
lifted by juicy acids, and with cocoa and clovetinged 
red berries that give way to balsam herbs toward 
the close. There are so many layers here, and yet the 
2018 comes across as accessible and pleasurable 
already. Nuanced tannins linger, as the 2018 finishes 
long and perfumed with blue and purple-tinged 
florals. Drinking window: 2023-2028. Score: 91

(Eric Guido, vinous.com, April 21, 2022) 

Full-bodied & Smooth 
36984 (XD) 750 ml $20.95 , 

PIEDMONT 

LASPINONASORi GEPIN BAROLO 2012 
DOCG 
Lush cherry and floral nose. The palate is sleek and 
very concentrated with firm tannins. A gastronomic 
wine. Best days are ahead of it. [A wine that will drink 
for 15+ years from vintage.] Score: 91 (Decanter 
World Wine Awards, 2018) 

Full-bodied & Firm 
577874 (XD) 750 ml $56.95 , 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2024 VINTAGES 47 
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FATTORIA CARPI NETA 
FONTALPINO DO UT DES 2018 

IGTToscana 
Lots of sweet currants, earth and spice with 
sweet tobacco. Medium- to full-bodied with firm, 
polished tannins and a long, long finish. Solid and 
racy. Cabernet sauvignon, merlot and petit verdot. 
From organically grown grapes. Drink after 2024, 
but already a beauty [that will hold until 2030+]. 
Score: 95 (jamessuckling.com, July 4, 2022) 

Medium-bodied & Fruity 
36736 (XD) 750 ml $56.95 # 

Featured in The Scoop on Scores 

LUCE BRUNELLO DI MONTALCINO 2019 
DOCG 
(Tenute Luce) 
Black cherries and blueberries with walnut and 
lavender undertones. Medium body with very fine 
tannins that run the length of the wine and caress 
every inch of your palate. Fresh and vivid. A wine for 

the cellar, but already fantastic to taste. Best after 

2027 [into the early 2040s]. Score: 98 (james 
suckling.com, Nov. 28, 2023) 

Full-bodied & Firm 
120881 (XD) 750 ml $164.95 --

TENUTA PERANO RISERVA 
CHIANTI CLASSICO 2018 
DOCG 
(Frescobaldi) 
Lots of spice, walnut and bark character to the ripe 

fruit on the nose, following through to a full body 
with round, juicy fruit and an intense finish. Polished 

and silky tannins. Drink or hold. Score: 95 (james 
suckling.com, July 4, 2022) 

Full-bodied & Smooth 
13496 (XD) 750 ml $34.95 # 

Featured in The Scoop on Scores 

1).\0 

VENETO 

DOMiNI VENETI TOR BAE 
RIPASSO VALPOLICELLA 
CLASSICO SUPERIORE 2021 
DOC 
Dark, rich and impressive, with ripe black cherry, 

berry, dried herbs and spice. This will drink well 
through 2028+. 

[The Berliner Wein Trophy did not include a tasting 
note.] Score: Gold (Berliner Wein Trophy, 2024) 

Full-bodied & Smooth 
39490 (D) 750 ml $29.95 #

PORTUGAL - RED WINE 

GANDARADA 2020 
DOC Dao, sustainable, vegan 
(Boas Quintas) 
Nice floral and peppery notes, older wood, a bit 
hard-pressed tannins, overall well-knit. Softer 
on the palate. Score: 95 (International Wine 
Challenge, 2022) 

Full-bodied & Smooth 
25447 (D) 750 ml $13.95 #

Featured in The Scoop on Scores 

GLORIA RESERVA 2021 
DOC Douro 
(Vicente Faria) 
Appealing nose of wild fruits, blackcurrant and 
vanilla. Rounded palate of damsons and spice 

elevated by a herbal green character. Decent 

finish of blueberries and violets. Score: 92 (Panel, 
International Wine & Spirit Competition, 2023) 

Medium-bodied & Fruity 
146522 (D) 750 ml $14.95 #
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